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New England Folk Songs 
 I.  Wake, little sprout 

 II.  Bee! I’m Expecting You! 

 III.  Midsummer Night 

 IV.  Autumn Fields 

 V.  A Country Boy in Winter 

 

Notes 

In 2014, I began thinking of ideas for my second song cycle (the first was Alcott Songs in 2013-

14).  I thought it might be fun to compile a series of texts that describe the seasons in New 

England.  Having grown up in Connecticut, I always feel a special bond with New England poets 

and descriptions of the wonderful New England landscapes.  I decided to develop this idea and 

compose a song cycle based on seasons in New England with texts by New England poets.   

The cycle begins with a Louisa May Alcott text about a sprouting seed in spring, just after 

winter.  Next is a lighthearted Emily Dickinson poem that is essentially a letter from a fly to a bee 

in the springtime.  The third song is a setting of Sarah Orne Jewett’s poem “Boat Song,” which 

describes a lazy summer evening on the water.  The fourth song uses stanzas from Jewett’s “Top 

of the Hill,” which paints a vivid picture of a small New England town in Autumn.  The final song 

is a setting of Jewett’s “A Country Boy in Winter,” a wonderful depiction of a young boy’s winter 

adventures. 

Originally, I planned to call the cycle, “Songs from New England,” but as I began writing, I felt 

like each song developed some folksong qualities.  All the music is my own composition, but 

perhaps with folksong influences.  Inspired by the simplicity and folk-like elements of the texts 

and picturing the serene New England landscapes as they change and unfold throughout the 

year, I chose, in the end, to name the cycle, “New England Folk Songs.” 

 

 

 

Poems by Emily Dickinson used by special arrangement with the publishers and the Trustees of Amherst College from 

THE POEMS OF EMILY DICKINSON: READING EDITION, edited by Ralph W. Franklin, Cambridge, Mass.: The Beklnap 

Press of Harvard University Press, Copyright © 1998, 1999 by the President and Fellows of Harvard College.  

Copyright © 1951, 1955 by the President and Fellows of Harvard College.  Copyright © renewed 1979, 1983 by the 

President and Fellows of Harvard College.  Copyright © 1914, 1918, 1919, 1924, 1929, 1930, 1932, 1935, 1937, 1942 by 

Martha Dickinson Bianchi.  Copyright © 1952, 1957, 1958, 1963, 1965 by Mary L. Hampson. 
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II. Bee! I'm Expecting You!

Poems by Emily Dickinson used by special arrangement with the publishers and the Trustees of Amherst College from THE POEMS OF EMILY 

DICKINSON: READING EDITION, edited by Ralph W. Franklin, Cambridge, Mass.: The Beklnap Press of Harvard University Press, Copyright © 

1998, 1999 by the President and Fellows of Harvard College.  Copyright © 1951, 1955 by the President and Fellows of Harvard College.  Copyright © 

renewed 1979, 1983 by the President and Fellows of Harvard College.  Copyright © 1914, 1918, 1919, 1924, 1929, 1930, 1932, 1935, 1937, 1942 by 

Martha Dickinson Bianchi.  Copyright © 1952, 1957, 1958, 1963, 1965 by Mary L. Hampson.
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III. Midsummer NightSarah Orne Jewett
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IV. Autumn FieldsSarah Orne Jewett
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